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Character

Upland Buzzard

Long-legged Buzzard

Tail-pattern

Barring on average broader and sparser.
Feathers not uniformly coloured but showing
distally brownish, greyish or orange tips

and edges, while feather centres and bases
are mostly white.

In some individuals uniformly white with
orange distal parts. Barring on average finer,
denser and less distinct, either over entire
length of feather (juveniles) or showing just
a few bars near tip (sub-adults and adults).

Head and throat

Maostly darker and more heavily patterned than

Mostly pale and not contrasting with upper

/foreneck upper breast. Diark malar stripe mostly obvious. breast.

Pectoral band Pale and mostly distinct , contrasting sharply Usually no obvious pectoral band (merges
with darker bib of upper breast and darker flanks.  with pale upper breast).

Belly Central belly mostly pale. Central belly mostly dark.

Flanks Appears dark, with distinct dark barring in Dark, either uniformly coloured or spotted /
adults (juveniles?). streaked, but not distinctly barred.

Lesser underwing- Mostly darker than rest of underwing coverts Similar in colour and pattern as rest of

coverts creating dark patagium, like in Common underwing coverts.
B. bureo and Steppe Buzzard B. buteo vulpinus.

Remiges from below Barring distinct and broader. Barring less distinct and finer.

Lesser and median
upperwing-coverts

Greyish brown, general appearance dark.

Sandy brown to orange with dark centres,
general appearance pale.

Wingflash on
primaries above

Wide and white. In juvenile pure white and
unbarred (only fingers and trailing edge dark),
in adult white flash variable in size and showing
dark barring and prominent black trailing edge.

In juveniles wider and whiter than in adults, bur
mostly smaller than in Upland Buzzard, mostly
also either barred or mixed with some brown.

In adult greyish with darker bars, sometimes some
whitish towards leading edge of wing; dark trailing
edge not as black as in adult Upland Buzzard.

Tibial feathering
(leggings / trousers)

Dark, often the darkest tract on the entire
underparts.

Mostly dark, but rarely the darkest area, usually
merging with darkish belly.

Tarsal feathering

Tarsi feathered, often completely, but at least
for 2/3 of length.

Tarsi appear bare (only upper 1/3 feathered,
hidden under leggings).

Flight silhouette

Adult appears shorter-tailed and broader-winged
and hence bulkier and heavier than adult Long-
legged. (Differences between juveniles not studied).

Adult appears lighter built than adult Upland
owing to narrower wings and longer tail. (Differences
between juveniles not studied).
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2. Orta, J. and G. M. Kirwan (2020). Upland Buzzard (Buteo hemilasius), version 1.0. In Birds of the

World (J. del Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. A. Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.uplbuz1.01

3. Orta, J,, P. F. D. Boesman, G. M. Kirwan, and J. S. Marks (2020). Long-legged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus),
version 1.0. In Birds of the World (J. del Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. A. Christie, and E. de Juana,
Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.lolbuz1.01
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(Pomatorhinus ferruginosus), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (B. K. Keeney, Editor). Cornell Lab of
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2. Collar, N., J. del Hoyo, C. Robson, and D. A. Christie (2022). Brown-crowned Scimitar-Babbler
(Pomatorhinus phayrei), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (B. K. Keeney, Editor). Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.bncscb1.01
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4. Craig Robson (2015), Birds of South-East Asia, 2nd Edition, Christopher Helm
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1. Harrap, S. (2020). Eurasian Treecreeper (Certhia familiaris), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (J. del
Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. A. Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca,
NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.eurtre1.01

2. Harrap, S. (2020). Hodgson's Treecreeper (Certhia hodgsoni), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (J. del

Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. A. Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca,
NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.eurtre3.01
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1. Harrap, S. (2020). Sikkim Treecreeper (Certhia discolor), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (J. del

Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. A. Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca,
NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.bnttre1.01

2. Harrap, S. (2020). Hume's Treecreeper (Certhia manipurensis), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (J.
del Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. A. Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology,
Ithaca, NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.bnttre2.01
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